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Mayur Dhulla - India Course: Master of International Business Year: 2008

Institution: University of Sydney The decision to
come to Australia was a tough and challenging
one for me as | already had an older brother who
had been to UK to do his master’s in business
administration and had a fairly successful stint
there. | come from a Jain-Gujarati Business
family background where education is
considered a very important part in life to excel
and become successful. Australia was not new
to me as | could probably relate them to ‘Cricket’
more than anything and thought that there would
be “Kangaroos” seen easily everywhere. Coming
from Mumbai, an international city in itself, |
always wanted to associate myself with a big
renowned city for my Master’s degree and
wanted to experience different cultures, lifestyle,
methods of study, basically a living which could
open my horizons to newer ways of learning and
appreciating things not only academically but
personally too, and Sydney, could provide me
with all that. | was accepted at Sydney University
for my Masters in International Business degree.
The course was very practically oriented with lot
of project work involved rather than standard
exams. It gave me an opportunity to interact and
work with lot of students helping me build strong
networks of friends with different cultural
backgrounds, ethnicity and lifestyles allowing me
to explore new horizons in life along with building
my cultural and social intelligence at the same
time. | really believe that academics can take
you to a certain level in life, but it's the other
things like your personality, your attitude and

behaviours towards new and challenging
situations, nature towards accommodating
change which you learn outside your classroom
with a strong community that Sydney University
and Sydney city offers is incomparable.
Developing on my skills for one and a half years,
| was selected to be a part of an elite group of
16 students from Sydney University for a study
programme to visit China in Tsinghua University
(Peking University, Beijing) to write and develop
a thesis on companies entering in china called
“Wining strategies in China. It was an experience
which remains close to my heart where again |
was given an opportunity to meet some high
profile professors, lecturers and some high
ranking Chinese officials as they shared some
interesting stories of doing business in China and
how to be successful at that! All these
experiences (and many more) made me a better
communicator in life and helped me excel in my
career with flying colours. | currently work for an
Australian Publishing Company called CCH
Australia — A Wolters Kluwer Asia Pacific
business in Sales and have finished number 1,
two years in a row for our ANZ business. As a
conclusion, | would just like to summarise by
saying that there are many reasons why people
tend to study aboard; some of them go to learn
a new language, others to begin a life in that
country and some to get a master or doctorate
degree. | chose to be a better communicator in
life and Sydney city/Sydney Uni surely have
played a major part in that.
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INTER CASTE MARRIAGES IN KDO COMMUNITY

Since the last thirty years, | have been
running my Private Community Marriage Bureau
as a Hobby. | am sad to observe that majority of
KDO upper class parents are not proud of their
community, religion and heritage since they do
not know much about it. It is not their fault. Since
the last 60 years, they have studied in convent
schools because the trustees who managed our
KDO High School did not convertitinto a English
Medium School like other communities around
us. Hence these parents have a Superiority
Complex and do not mix with other Gnatijans
even though they may be living next door,
building/lane. They will not pay homage in our
Jain Temples near their house but will go to Hindu
temples or shrines of Saibaba,Dada
Bhagwan,Ganeshji, Vaishnodevi, Art of Living,
and other saints. When the parents do not follow
their own religion, how will their children learn
about it and follow it.

They are also not bothered about getting
their children, specially daughters, married in the
community at the right age. They give their
children full freedom to do whatever they like,
mix with/meet anyone but will not teach them

manners, our religion & rituals, to look after the
household activites/family business. They do not
even guide them to take proper careers.

Due to this carelessness, our traditional
monopoly business of cotton was taken over by
the Govt. Dispensaries / Chartered Accountants
firms started by fathers had to close down since
the children were not trained for the same.

| here seen that some parents were so
greedy about their daughters’ income that they
tried to postpone their marriage on flimsy
grounds till they get white hair or run away with
some useless non-KDO neighbour. | was
requested by some KDO Ladies who eloped with/
married 30 years back to non KDO’s to find KDO
boys for their daughters since they did not like
their husbands’ community at all.

We treat our non-KDO Daughter In-laws so
nicely that our neighbours/friends are eager to
get their girls married into our community. Almost
all our upper class boys are enticed by & get
married to non-KDO girls who enjoy our
prosperity but very few adopt our religion and
customs. In several cases, they even
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discouraged their children to marry into our
community.

On the contrary, when our girls get
infatuated and married to non-KDO boys, they
are not well accepted in the boys’ family and feel
lonely. | get cases of girls getting divorced on
flimsy grounds after having children and are now
a worry for their parents. KDO Girls should
therefore be careful when opting to marry Non-
KDO Boys. | see this trend in KDO boys and
girls also who get engaged/married and break
off after a few weeks/months. Some parents
encourage their girls to separate on flimsy
grounds and ruin their lives which is wrong.

To prevent Inter caste marriages, Upper
Class KDO’s must get their children enrolled as
members in KDO Vidyarthi Sangh, KDO
Chartered Accountants Association, KDO Local
Sanghs, etc. and make them participate in all
their activities. | recently attended the 60 years’
celebrations of Vidyarthi Sangh. The cream of
our society was in the audience but none of their
children were Office bearers in the Sangh. Why
? All these sanghs must have meetings/activities
every month so that our boys and girls meet /
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know each other. Having a big Yuva gathering
once in a year at huge cost in remote places for
three days with group activities may not
encourage individual interaction and friendship.

The New KDO President and Secretary of
All India Achalgachh Sangh & Samast KDO
Mahajan should take the lead to obtain Minority
Status for Jains at National Level, unite all Jains
living in Mumbai, redevelop Jain Residential
Areas in Mumbai so that our Boys and Girls could
meet each other and marry in the Jain
Communities to retain our Unique Jain Culture /

heritage.
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We Cater all Types of Veg. Cuisine
(Maxican - Italian - Burmese etc.)

Risbi Foods

Chintan Shah (Lodaya) : 9619681919 Tel.: 022- 321 09097
Email : chintan_shah72@yahoo.com
Office : Sardar Pratap Singh Industrial Estate No. 3,

Shop No. 7, Opp. Panalal Compound,
\ L.B.S. Marg, Bhandup (West) Mumbai - 400 078 J
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